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“ARTICLE APPEARED 


PEGE a7 


Wt 6 


AT SECRECY PLEDGE 


Pentagon, in Unusual Move,. 
Asked Journalists to Sign 
Agreement on Briefing 


By PHILIP TAUBMAN | 
Special to The New York Times 
WASHINGTON, Dec. 14 — The De 


‘fense Department today took the un- 
_ usual) step of asking reporters to sign a | 


’ agreement before attending a 


secrecy 
briefing about Soviet military capabil- 


foes. 
The secrecy agreement stipulated 


that the reporters never disclose ‘‘in fe, 


writing, broadcast or any verba) dis- 
course” the information they would 
heer. It also required the journalists to 
report tothe Pentagon any effort made 


by others to obtain the sensitive infor- 


roation, 
When the reporters balked at signing 
the agreement, senior officials in the 


- Gepartment setiied for their verbal 


wordofhonor. . 

Tne New York Times declined to send 
@ correspondent to the briefing because 
of the restrictive conditions. Richard 
Gross, a correspondent for United 
Press international, left the session 
after the discussion about the secrecy 


A ‘Conflicting Assignment’ 

According to one reporter who was 
there, among those who attended it 
were representatives from the three. 
commertial television nerworks, The 
Well Street Journal, The Los Angeles 
Times, Tne Baltimore Sun, The Associ- 
ated Press and Newsweek. 

George Wilson, Pentagon corre- 
spondent for The Washington Post, said 
be did not know about the restrictive 
rujes but had not attended the session 
because be had & noe ae. 
_mmext.”” 
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Seymour T editor 


opping, managing 
_ of The New York Times, issued this 


Statement: ‘The Times does not enter . 
into agreements that ber a reporter. 
from sharing information with readers : 


nary agreement proposed by the De 


ense Department does not serve na-. 


ras security but simply tends to con- ; 
fuse the issues and consequently the ; 
public.” 


One reporter who wes present, F red} | 


Aosetiede Paix Vawsapainic 
_ The problem was resolved, according . 
:€0 intelligence officials, when the De. 
‘fense Department then offered to make : 
reporters sign & Secrecy agreement | 
' that: would underscore the off-the. | 
record ground rules of the briefing. | 
But the agreement drafted by Pents- ! 
gon attorneys and public relations offi | 
cials proved unacceptable to the report: 
ers when it was announced today. 
When the reporters were admitted to ' 


Hoffman of The Associated Press, said: a Pentagon briefing room across the : 


that he rarely accepted information off, 


. the record but thought in this case that 
: it would be educational. 


45-Minote Argument Ensues 
In a scene that some partici 


pants 
later said seemed to be drawn from the. ; 


pages of ‘‘Alice in the Wonderiand,”’ the 
reporters and department officials: 
spent the first 45 minutes erguing over | 
the canditions for handling mformation . 
that could not be told to the public. 

The seguence of events that produced 
today’s briefing began several weeks 


who regularly cover. the Pentagon to 
come to his office for a background 
briefing on military matters. 

in the meeting, which was attended 
‘py about 15 reporters, Mr. Weinberger 
said that the Soviet Union posed 8 seri. 
ous and ominout military threat to the. 
United States, according to several] re- 
porters who attended the session. When 
Mr. Weinberger was pressed to support 
the contention, be said he would try to 
arrange an intelligence briefing on the : 
subject for reporters. 

However, officials from the Defense ' 
Intelligene Agency and the Centra} In. , 


telligence Agency, according to Pente- | 


gon sources, were reluctant to provide ; 
reporters with highiv classified infor- 
maton, even on the understanding that 
the material would not be published or | 
broadcast. 


; Carity of the United States and belongs | 
to the United States Government,’’ the | 
agreement stipulated that the journal 
' ists would never disclose the informa- | 
‘tion to anyone, their editors, ; 
in anv form. In addition, it called on the : 
reporters to notify the deparmment im- 
mediately if anyone anermmpted to solicit 
the information from them. : 

_ Modifications Also Rejected 

When the correspondents refused to | 
sign the agreement, Defense Depan- ; 
‘ment officials left the room tor 0 | 
minutes, then returned with 2 proposed | 
modification in some of the language, | 
according to one of the reporters who | 


“Was 


present. 
The journalists also rejected the | i 
modifications, prompting the officials ; 
to huddle for another private discus. | 
sion. After the second break, the off- 
_Gials said they would accept a verbal | 
| pledge to abide by the agreement 

Gen. Richard G. Stilwell, Deputy ; 

Under Secretary of Defense for Policy, : 
then read a rol-call of the reporters - 
present, asking each if he agreed to give 
his word of honor not to disclose any of 
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the information, several of the corre 


Pp 
“T've been to.a jot of oft she recon 
briefmgs but never ane where they 
asked reporters to'Sign a secrecy agree- 
ment,” en 
Wbo attended today’s ses-- 
sion. Pentagon officials said they could 
ee ee ee 
approval af diane tor a henhat te 
agreement. vere i 


i aes 
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